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relations, on the benefits bestowed by these relations on each
member of the family, does the happiness of each depend.

We can advantageously study the play of Emotion in the
family, since here we have a comparatively simple social unit,
which yet affords a picture in miniature of society at large.
We can find here the origin and evolution of virtues and
vices, and see the meaning and object of morality.

We have already seen how sex-passion evolves under
stress of circumstances into the emotion of love, and how
this love shows itself as tenderness and compassion when the
wife, instead of being the equal mate, becomes helpless and
dependent, in the temporary physical inferiority caused, say,
by child-bearing. Similarly, should sickness or accident re-
duce the husband to the temporary physical inferiority,
tenderness, and compassion will flow out to him from the
wife. But these manifestations of love cannot be shown by
the stronger without evoking from the weaker answering
love-manifestations ; these in the condition of weakness will
have as their natural characteristics trust, confidence, grati-
tude, all equally love-emotions coloured by weakness and
dependence, (n the relation of parents to children and of
children to parents, where physical superiority and inferiority
are far more strongly marked and persist for a considerable
period of time, these love-emotions will be continually mani-
fested on both sides. Tenderness, compassion, protection,
will be constantly shown by the parents to the children, and
trust, confidence, gratitude, will be the constant answer of
the children. Variations in the expression of the love-emotion
will be caused by variety of circumstances, which will call out
generosity, forgiveness, patience, etc., on the part of the